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Are We Giving Up?

Quick! What do the following movies have in common: "Knowing," "WAEL" "I Am Leg-
end," the sootto-bereleased "2012" and "The Road"? They and dozens more within the last ten years
all deal with a posapocalyptic world, meaning they all take place after the human race has either been
destroyed or destroyed itself. Whether it's pollution ("WAEL), nuclear holocaust ("The Road"),
plague ("I Am Legend") or natural disaster ("2012" and "Knowing"), it seems we've become resigned to
the fact that something is going to do us @and perhaps soon.

End of the world scenarios are nothing new, you say. They've been part of the literary landscape
for centuries (Mary Shelley, for example, the author of "Frankenstein," wrote a far lesser known novel
called "The Last Man" way back in the early 1800s). But those of us who are old enough to remember
fondly the Beatles, may have noticed a troubling shift in attitude regarding the future of our species
within the last twenty years, or so.

It used to be that the world narrowly averted disaster. The hero or heroes managed to defuse the
nuke, or squelch the virus, or divert the asteroid just in time. Today's movies show the disasters actually
happening, thinning the human race to a tiny fraction of its present number or wiping us out entirely.

The question is: why the change? Certainly the events of 9/11 awakened us to the fragility of our
existence, and the ongoing fear of terrorism keeps us on edge. Recent natural disasters around the world
and the endless reminder of a global pandemic called swine flu feed our paranoia. Are these signs of a
coming apocalypse, as our collective ®aimscious seems to suggest? And again have we become re-
signed to it?

These and other questions will be the topic of discussion in an Advent Bible study called "The
Apocalypse: Should We Be Worried?" Advent is the season just prior to Christmas when we are re-
minded of Jesus' promise to return to our world and establish his kingdom once and for all, a day that
will be preceded by various forms of cataclysm.

The difference between the secular and biblical views of catastrophe is a stark one, however.
Most of those who think of these things believe they can do nothing to forestall the inevitable. The Bible
teaches that God either causes or allows to happen the troubling events in our world to save our souls, to
teach us humility and trust, and to encourage compassion among all human beings. Furthermore, we
have always had at our fingertips the power to stop them.

"The Apocalypse: Should We Be Worried?" will include clips from popular movies, reading
biblical passages and discusstall with the purpose of reminding us that God has bestowed upon Je-
sus "all authority in heaven and on earth" and apportioned a great deal of this authority to Jesus' follow-
ers. In short, the overriding theme will be hope. After all, God loves the world and all the people in it,
and he will allow nothing to happen that's not for our own good.

Peace, Pastor Rich



Halloween Fun for All Sinterklaas Brunch and Bazaar: Satur-

day, December § 9am2pm. We had so much fun
_ at this event last year (we even had our very own
~ On Sunday evening October 25, Mgs-  gjnterklaas, a.k.a., Pastor Rich!) that we are once
teries and Heroes of the Bibieoup will be travel- ggain celebrating Sinterklaas Day with the sale of
ing to Bucks County, PA, for our annual hauntedy e g ut i f ul crafts from Dor ads
hayride, and we are in need of chaperones/drivegg!ups’ Christmas décor and holiday greens, and
All are invited to join us. In fact, discounts are Offresmy baked and preserved itenf@ink of mak-
fered to groups over 20, so please let Pastor Ridhg some preserves, jams, jellies, pickles, etc. while
know if you'd like to come along. Ticket prices  there is still a bit of produce outtherdle 61 | al s o
vary according to the number of attractions you'dhgye a toy shop, which was a great success last
like to experience. Along with the hayride our year. Kids are encouraged to think of what they
hosts also offer a haunted house and haunted c@gi} ght make to sell at a Kids
maze. See the Sunday order of worship for moresysie \van Dorensebvd45@yahoo.conknow

and over should find this moderately scary and/ofpe to help out the day of the event.

amusing, but some have become quite scared, so Sinterklaas (St. Nicholas) eve and day are

plan accordingly. _ celebrated in the Netherlands and Europe on De-
The following Friday evening, October 3Gemper 5 & 6 with present givinginterklaas was

we'll gather in the Memorial Hall Theater for  the patron or guardian of childreSimilar to our

"Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein,"” along ¢ookies and milk for Santa, children leave carrots

with some spooky/funny cartoons. The aforemenyng hay in their wooden shoes outside their doors
tioned Beatles generation may remembertheold 5y * si nt e rChrheaxaebrate Wit us's e .
days when Channel 5 seemed to run this movie

every other week on Sunday afternedhat's how
popular it was and is. So come on out and rekind| =
fond memories of great monsters and Paterson,

New Jersey's own Lou Costello. I

Consistory to Retreat © 7\
@'\( 11‘ |
Your Consistory will gather at the War- i
wick Conference Center on Friday evening, No-
vember 13 for a 2hour powwow aimed at soli-
darity and planning for the church. While the
agenda has not been refined as yet, we will probe
bly open with an essay and video on the state of 4
religion, particularly Christianity, in America and
where we stand individually in our faith journey. Ir
short, we may find we are more or less bonded th -
we think, and tailor our goals accordingly.
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Sunday School Begins for " I
ugh & Graders! BRC "FLIPS OUT!

AATT o

I'm not exactly sure how this idea got
started, but | attribute to the Holy Spirit any-
thing pertaining to preaching and teaching in
the church and the Spirit must be followed.
While attending a consistory meeting at the
We are very lucky to have all of our StiRree Bridges Reformed Church where | serve
day School teachers from last year return to as Classis supervisor | heard members of their
teach this year. DeeDee Gebhardt, Sally Hutherch echo what | often hear in ours: worship
and Sue Perkins, were installed by Pastor Riguid be a little more daring and imaginative. |
a Sunday worship service that was devoted gppose the stream of consciousness led me
Christian education. We have a large rostertbfough a shofived movement of some years
assistants, including parents, members of owago called "Clowning for Christ" or "Fools for
youth group and other congregants, and will@brist,” which took as its premise the need to
casionally ask members of our new MysterieiseSsilly, ridiculous, defiant of staid values and
Heroes class (formerly known as Confirmatid®havior patterns.
to help out. Christianity flies in the face of logic
Our curriculum, called Kid Connectiorpr at least it should. Jesus' contemporaries
provides a fun way ochlledhimgséssesstd, or @ut ohisnihd bae e k 6 s
Bible story and then a variety of activities to eause he preached on things like-selérifice,
courage reflection and response to God, sudas and hope in a crumbling society. As the
games, journal writing, prayer, singing and dapgstle Paul said, "If you think that you are
ing, and crafts. This fall we are learning aboyjise in this age, you should become fools so
0A Gar d en, a Tower attiatyouCryfbecdomeAiBE Eok tRedvisdom of ]
Power , 6 O0A Baby, a Lyisdboridis®dishneds toFdo$ 1 corB:1dpi r e 0

and o0Ten Plagues, Ongglaw and Two rave
Men. o See i f you can T\yid MEhR in hiHd forthB fektseBi b1 e s
ries these refer to! eral weeks I'm going to preach about our need

to "flip out,” adopt and promote those bless-
ings that worshippers cannot find anywhere
else, or at least to the degree offered in the
church. It's an acronym that came to me | be-
. lieve as a gift from the Holy Spirit. Every letter
Propertles stands for a special blessing offered by the
Cook Hall Entrance Christian faith: F forgiveness, L- love, |-
insight, P- peace and purpose-Salvation, O
The keypad for Cook Hall had its com-optimism, U- unity, T - tolerance.
bination changed. Obviously we cannot ~ Our emphasis will be on joyfulness and

lish this information. I n even a little siII_iness, sort of IikeaChFist _
pub sh this Informatio you eecIcentered Mardi Gras celebration before the in-

access to Cook _Ha"’ please call or en}ﬂjgpective season of Advent. Services will run
the church office (609466:3108 Or  through October (except for the™8n which

BRC2001@msn.com). Susie and | will be away), and end on Novem-
Thank you ber 15 with a service of Christian healing.

Susie Van Doren
Sunday School Superintendent



BRC Preservation Fund News

The BRC Preservation Fund is about half p,.l.fszf,,io,,
way through its campaign to raise $500,000 to Fund
repair our sanctuary and maintain our proper- wwneBlawenburgChurch.org

ties. The project has completed one planned
and one unplanned task. The church was
painted in the summer of 2008, and roof (177
years old!) was replaced in 2009. Both of
these projects have been paid for.

The BRC Preservation Fund currently has
about $22,000 toward the next project, plan-
ning the repair of the foundation. Other funds
are expected. We anticipate needing $50,000
to beginning the planning and design process.

Within the next month or so, church mem-
bers and friends will be receiving an update on
the status of the BRC Fund. Those who
pledged will be given a report on the status of
their pledge. Those who have not pledged or
given toward the fund will have an opportunity
to participate.

Thanks to all who have contributed to
keeping our historic church and property in
good shape so future generations can continue
to worship.

ONGOING MISSIONS ONGOING MISSIONS

Kits for CWS Baby, Student and Health

Barb A and Bernice were busy this summer providing us with blankets, sweaters and sg
bags. On the mission table in Cook Hall are lists of needed items for you to keep on ha
you see sales. We have lots of notebooks now. The biggest ticket item we need is clot
pers. If you see them on sale ever, please pick them up for us. We will gladly reimburs
We will plan to pack these kits in the spring with the Sunday School children.

Non-Perishable Foodand Toiletry Itemsor our Township food pantry are collected

the Sanctuary and Cook Hall.

ONGOING MISSIONS ONGOING MISSIONS
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MissionScan you join us in serving those in need?

Your Missions Team has been working hardbutter Twentyfive percent (25%) of monies
over the years raising money and awarenessaised by our walk will go to the Somerset
for worthy and local global causes: CROP- County Food Bank to be used locally. Stroll-
WALK for Hunger, food pantry, Operation ers and wagon wheels may be used to ferry the
Christmas Child, Heifer, Church World Ser- young, but no recreational wheels please. We
vice, missionaries and others. Your ongoingwalk for those who have to walk everyone for
support for these projects is truly appreciate@verything! Log on to learn more at
But we need to nqust be tithing toward mis- www.churchworldservice.org.
sion. We need to B&ORKING IN A MIN-
ISTRY OF MISSION TOGETHER! NOVEMBER 83 OPERATION CHRIST-
MAS CHILD SHOEBOX COLLECTION
CometoGr aci ebs house (ABUs Romusei 61890f oRev. Franl
Monday night, October 12th at 7 PMand maritands Purse al ways col
brainstorm how we might be more involved ishoebox gifts reach children all over the world
our local and global communities. Some ideasChristmas. The boxes are fun to fill by
are: 1) developing an ongoing relationship ayaurself or with your children. The PreSchool
service project locally perhaps with a chartemwill be joining us this year too. For the ideas
school in Trenton; 2) scheduling occasional of what, and what not, to pack into your shoe-
weekends on a regional project, such as wotkex see www.samaritanspurse.org. The pack-

ing on one of our struggling Reformed ing ideas and insert forms are available now in
Churches; and 3) planning a long distance faindrch and Cook Hall. Empty shoeboxes are
ily mission trip, in concert with another wanted too! .

church, for next summer. Do you have ideas
of how we can be more involved in serving tidECEMBER HEIFER PROJECT 8 Just a
needs of our immediate, regional, and globaplan ahead reminder that we will be supporting
communities? Come share them and/or heathis again as an alternative gift idea. More
our s. I f you canoét laemnme, pl ease share any in
you might have with us at
gtuckerbj@msn.com

In the meantime, here are the immedi-
ate projects needing your support:

OCTOBER 183 CROPWALK FOR HUN-
GERJ We will meet at and walk from St.
Charles Borromeo (corner of Skillman and
Burnt Hill roads) again this year. Itis a fun,
family friendly walk of around 5 miles. Regis-
tration is at 1 PM. The walk begins at 1:30
PM. Pick up a walkers envelope at fellowship
time after church or by calling 68966-1862

or emailing Gracie Johnson. We also ask that
you support our walkers with donations to
CWS/CROP and donations jaf's of peanut




Dorads Wor kshop

It's time ladies! Time to come to Dora's Workshop and use your creativity and work with oth-
ers to make items for Sinterklaaé/e started at 1:PMon Wednesday October 7 in our upstairs
room in Memorial Hall.
There are jobs for everyon&/e need your ideas and your skillgoning, sorting, stuff-
ing, and even ripping out.
Thanks to Dora's daughters we were given several boxes of Dora's sewing matégials.
need help sorting fabrics, batting, buttons and more.
Come help us decide the best uses for these treasures.
Talk to Bernice if you would rather work at home or come another tRegember, Barbara
Antoniewicz is willing to teach crocheting.
Hope to see you October 7.

Bernice

From the Sunday Announcements

e Tuesday Lunchesfi (formerly Wednesday lunches)- 11:30 to 1:00f Just drop in and enjoy your
choice of a soup ($2.00), a cold/light lunch ($5.00) or a hot lunch ($5.00) and always a wonderful and
delicious dessert ($2.00). We have been averaging 30 people each week and our chef Aubrey Pill-
ersmith, grandson to Sally Piller, has been creating wonderful food. We will also provide food to
people who need a meal because of illness/injury or financial situation.

e Youth Choir it youth of all ages are urged to participate in church on October 18th, November 29th
and either December 13 or 20. Practices will be held on October 11th at 11:30 and October 18th at
9:15 AM.

e Photo Directory i Several people have asked about the photo directory. Pastor Rich will be sending
the last version to you shortly. Please update the information and photo along with interesting bio-
graphical information like where you went to college, your line of work, interesting family tidbits, etc.

Marys and Marthas

Our next meeting is Saturday, October Ye'll gather at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast, with discus-
sion beginning at 8:00 a.m. (or more realistically 8:15 a.n@lr book isThe Faith Club: A
Muslim, A Christian, A Jeyby Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver and Priscilla Warngnere's a

lot to talk about.Please come even if you haven't read the b&dk.will be covering Chapter
10 through the end of the book, but if you have observations from Chaggedo Ieel free to
express them.



Croatia Update
Osijek connections hold during home leave

By Nancy Titus

As the leaves begin to change and the weather cools, our hearts and minds are with our colleagues half a
world away in Osijek as students begin arriving this week for the new school year at the Evangelical Theological
Seminary.

While most U.S. students have already settled into a routine with a few weeks of class under their belts,
our European counterparts are just gearing up for-tilaskhool, at least those at the college level.

We remain connected to the flurry of activity at our mission as we communicate with colleagues by email.
They are busy attending to faculty meetings andrtastite details. This week, familiar faces will return early to
take exams they did not complete last year, and new students will arrive. Many of the practical details will be de-
cided, in typical Croatian fashion, as they arise.

While we are happy to be away from some of the pressure of these days, we are saddened too, to be miss-
ing out on welcoming students to a new academic year. There is always something so fresh and renewing about
new beginnings and seeing old friends after several mo

We will continue to play a role in the work of the seminary, supervising our departments from afar, but
our biggest work, as this semester begins, is the work that our partners also do every day: pray. Knowing the de-
tails from the other side informs our prayers as we dedicate this seminary year, the students and faculty to the Lord,
asking Him for grace, for learning, for growth in mind and spirit, in short, for all the work to glorify Him. We pray
for the greater church in Croatia and the region beyond, that students of today will become the Christian leaders of
tomorrow, working to transform their cultures for the glory of God.

As for us here in New York, we are so grateful to the Lord for all the many blessings He has given us.
Our family has settled in to our Stateside home in Pultneyville: the children are happy in their schools and our fam-
ily routine has leveled into something normal and pleasant. In addition, we are taking care of important issues, like
getting medical exams and other things that are best done in the U.S.

We are thankful for a big answer to prayer regardi
program at Charles University in Prague. He normally is required to be physically present for registration, but this
year he was allowed to do it remotely, saving time and the expense of-Atlieamec flight. The normal Septem-
ber meetings he has with his doctoral mentor as well as his final comprehensive exam (in church history) were
deferred until January. Not only does this save a lot of money during these tight financial times, but it also saves
wear and tear on Eric, who already has a heavy travel schedule during this home assignment.

When he is not traveling, Eric is working on his dissertation. He has converted the dining room into Dis-
sertation Central, where he can keep his research notes, books, and file cards in order as he spreads out and puts
ideas together. (Donét worry, we eat at the kitchen t
regular visits to theological libraries in our area. He expects to have the main body of research done and some of
the writing ready for his mentor when he sees him in January.

We are also gearing up for a speaking schedule that will have us at a different church almost every Sun-
day until our return to Croatia in early January. We have already visited three churches as well as several individ-
ual supporters, and look forward to the opportunity of meeting many supporters we know only from internet com-
munications.

We ask you to pray for our travel schedule, that God will keep us healthy and safe and strengthen the chil-
dren as one or the other of us is gone on a weekly basis.

Eric and Nancy Titus are RCA missionaries in Osijek, Croatia, where they work at the Evangelical Theological Seminary and
with the Reformed Christian Church in Croatia. They have three children: Samuel, 15, Valerie, 11, and Penny, 9.



And from Chiapas, Mexico

Dear Prayer Warriors,

"He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from
darkness for the prisoners." Isaiah 61:6b

The sights and sounds, smells and tastes of a celebration were all around us! And celebrate we did!
What was the occasion? A thanksgiving celebration for the 20 innocent men who were recently re-
leased from the federal prison here in Chiapas.

The sights: Wide smiles on the faces of the liberated men and their families. The wives of the released
dressed in their beautiful traditional clothes. A chapel filled with friends and families.

The sounds: A choir singing. The band playing. God's word being proclaimed. Voices raised in
thanksgiving and praise.

The smells and tastes: Charcoal fires for preparing the meal. Steaming bowls of beef stew. Stacks of
warm, fresh tortillas.

It was a day of joy and laughter and yet the sadness for the 61 men still imprisoned hung over the crowd
like the rain clouds that threatened to pour down rain. These men and their families asked us to person-
ally thank all of you who have been so faithful in praying for their release. Please continue to pray for
those still imprisoned that they will soon receive justice as well.

With joy, Al and Sue Schreuder

For more details please see http://www.rca.org/schreuder and then click "personal web page".
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