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What, Me Worry? 
 

 If you've ever read or heard of Mad Magazine, you probably would not associate it with 

life affirming words of wisdom, especially from its "mascot" Alfred E. Newman, the freckle-

faced, gap-toothed red head of the perpetually goofy smile. Newman's mantra, a tribute to 

slackers the world over, may soon serve as a rallying cry throughout the civilized world (note 

title), especially for those of us who own and watch televisions, buy newspapers or surf the net. 

 The media seems intent on creating a stressed-out citizenry, elevating every troubling 

story, no matter how remote, to the status of national or international crisis. Over and over again 

we hear about the failing economy, the imminence of terrorism (both alien and domestic), and 

most recently the spread of swine flu as a reason to don sackcloth and ashes, wring our hands 

and barricade ourselves in the basement. 

 While life is not now and never has been without threat, the ones we face now are no 

more dangerous or widespread than at any other time in history. Stress usually results when we 

forget that the sum of our problems when considered together is nowhere near as great as the 

same problems taken individually. 

 Few will argue that our economy has fallen on hard times. Our President gives voice to 

the experts by saying we're in the worst financial crisis since the great depression. What he 

doesn't say, nor do the broadcasters of bad news, is that the great depression was much, much 

worse. We are in nowhere near as bad shape as our country/people were in the late 1920's 

through mid-30s. Almost all of us have taken a hit of some sort, whether it be the loss of busi-

ness, investments, retirement funds, or other. But none of us is standing in line for bread and 

soup and sleeping under a highway overpass. After only a year of difficulty our economy is 

showing flickers of recovery and most experts predict full restoration by the end of next year. 

With God's help, we can all hang on 'til then. "You cannot serve God and money." (Luke 16:13) 

"Set your mind on God's kingdom and all the rest will come to you as well." (Matt. 6:33) 

 So far, we've poured untold millions, perhaps billions into national security, and perhaps 

that has helped to avert another catastrophe like September 11. One fact is clear, we have not 

experienced anything close to that day since, and the circumstances leading to that tragedy were 

highly improbable and will almost certainly not be repeated. So why are we still so worried 

about terrorist attacks both here and around the world? The chances of falling victim to this 

kind of violence are actually less in our country than being struck by lightning or eaten by alli-

gators. It's time we trusted Luther's famous hymn: "a mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark 
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never failing." Better yet, let's remember Jesus' words: "fear not him who kills the body, but 

cannot kill the soul." (Luke 12:4) 

 The biggest news of today, however, is the rapid spread of swine flu. Last week, we did-

n't know it existed. Today, we fear it burning through the entire human network leaving mil-

lions dead in its wake. Well, here are the facts. This strain is no more dangerous than most other 

flu strains. The distinct majority of the world's population will not get the flu, even at the height 

of the predicted pandemic, and the distinct majority of those who do will recover in less than a 

week. Some will die, of course, but according to my physician the number of flu deaths every 

year is as natural and predictable as those from cancer and heart disease. The only thing that 

makes this strain different is the time of year it chose to infect us. The fact that the media makes 

this its headline for days on end means only one thing: it's a slow news day - and perhaps that's 

a good thing. "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits - who forgives all your 

iniquity, who heals all your diseases." We get sick and are healed only on God's say so. 

 Last weekend one of our rummage sale customers pronounced, "God must be angry at 

us. Look's what's happening in the world." In truth, God either allows or causes the tribulations 

of life for the sole purpose of bringing us back to him. As hard as it might be to accept, the Bi-

ble assures us that these too are gestures of love. 

 So, how are we to respond when trials come? 

 "What, me worry?" 
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Women’s Book Group  -  

a.k.a., the M&Ms  

(Marys and Marthas) 
 

We will be meeting on Saturday, May 9, with 

breakfast beginning at 7:30 a.m. and discus-

sion beginning at 8:00 a.m.  (Okay, sometimes 

we spend so long on our prayer list that we 

don‟t get started discussing until 8:15 a.m., but 

that‟s okay – prayer is a good thing!)  We are 

just beginning a new book recommended by 

Susie after she and Pastor Rich heard the au-

thor at the National Pastors‟ Convention in 

February.  Sin Boldly: A Field Guide for Grace 

was written by Cathleen Falsani, who has a 

column on spirituality and popular culture in 

The Chicago Sun Times.  From the book 

cover:  “Of her work, she says she likes to try 

to „find God in the places some people say 

God isn‟t supposed to be.‟ ”  Please join us for 

wonderful fellowship and what should be a 

compelling discussion.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Susie Van Doren or Ber-

nice Van Nostrand. 
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Ringling Brothers &  

Barnum & Bailey Circus 

 

Please join your church family for an afternoon 

at the Ringling Brothers & Barnum & Bailey 

Circus, at the Sovereign Bank Arena in Tren-

ton on Sunday, May 31st at 3:00 PM.  Tickets 

are $30 and are available from Pastor Rich or 

Nancy Curtis.  There is a sign-up at coffee 

hour or in the back of the sanctuary or you can 

contact the church office (609-466-3108).   

 

Pastor Rich, an experienced composition in-

structor, will be happy to help you with your 

college application essays.  The summer is a 

great time to work on the general application 

question. 

 

Just email him at rvandoren2000@yahoo.com  

This mission opportunity was forwarded 

through our Classis 

 A volunteer group of Somerset County 

citizens has joined Circles, an initiative which is 

an innovative, community based approach to 

ending poverty.  It is a national model brought to 

Somerset County through a partnership with the 

United Way; NORWESCAP and a coalition of 

compassionate and concerned members of the 

Somerset community.  With more and more 

hardship in the future due to the economic situa-

tion, this group has more urgency  to address the 

increasing levels of poverty that families are fac-

ing and initiatives such as Circles are in de-

mand.  They have been successful in thirty-five 

other  states through emphasis on community 

volunteers, participant success plans, and an ac-

tive support group of mentors and allies.  

 Participants in the Circles initiative will 

go through a sixteen week introductory course 

with focus on financial self-assessment, goal set-

ting, and developing action plans.  The key with 

Circles is that families in need will not be on 

their own, rather, they will be partnering with 

members of the community who are knowledge-

able in specific areas of expertise such as budget-

ing, employment resourcing, and goal setting. 

 This volunteer group has been meeting 

since July 2008 to frame, organize, and imple-

ment the Circles model and is seeking families 

who would like to participate and volunteers for 

a variety of tasks such as mentoring, child care, 

and Circles support. 

More information is available at 

www.movethemountain.org or 

www.norwescap.org/circles, or, contact Bruce 

Hayes at 908-454-7000.  

http://www.movethemountain.org/
http://www.norwescap.org/circles


 

 

 

Wednesday Lunch 

 
The next Wednesday lunch will be on May 6th at  

11:45 in Memorial Hall.   
 

This lunch will be grilled burgers and dogs  
(as requested by the pastor) 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

Preservation Fund News 
 

We are well into our second year of the Preservation Fund campaign, and good news keeps 

coming, thanks to the generosity of our donors and the hard work of many members of the 

Church family.  We find ourselves on track, well past 60% of our fundraising goal of $500,000, 

with less than half the three year campaign period completed.  One major development this 

month was that the roof repair project was entirely paid off, marking the second major upgrade 

to the external care of the Sanctuary – along with the repainting – completed during the cam-

paign to date. 

 

Also, many thanks to all those who patronized the Rummage Sale this past weekend, but con-

gratulations are especially due to all those who organized and staffed this event.  Traffic was 

very heavy, helped no doubt by an increased awareness in this economy of the treasures and 

value to be found in the deeply experienced merchandise offered for sale, as well as by the glo-

rious weather.  A total of over $6000 was raised, and of this $5400 was generously donated to 

the Preservation Fund, with an additional $600 being provided to ongoing Missions activities. 

 

The principal upcoming event is the Art Sale and benefit, starting Saturday, May 9, with a gala 

opening with wine and cheese and really great local artists.  A recent mailing sent an invitation 

to all church members, and you can check out the church website for full details and to pur-

chase tickets.  The show will feature photography, sculpture, ceramics, as well as numerous 

fabulous painters in multiple media.  The show, which will continue on Sunday afternoon, May 

10, will also be a perfect Mother‟s Day event.  Please spread the word to friends and neighbors 

and, of course, come yourself and enjoy.  Ticket sales and 20% of all sale proceeds will go to 

the Preservation Fund. 

 

Finally, a Lawn Sale will be underway on June 6; watch for next Beacon as well as announce-

ments in Church and via email for details. 



News from BVS: 

 

On Saturday, May 9th the school will be holding an Open House from 10:00am – 

12:00pm, and a Car Seat Safety Check from 10:00-2:00pm.  Please help us spread 

the word. 

 

Summer Camp is scheduled for July 6th – August 14th from 9:00am-1:00pm, for 

children ages 3-6.  Join us for one or all of the following: 

 

 A Pirate Adventure:  All aboard the pirate ship for a week of fun 
Sensational Science:  Enjoy hands-on activities while exploring science in our 

world! 
Under the Sea:  Come and explore the creatures of the sea 
Land Before Time:  Discover the world of Dinosaurs! 
Exploring Nature:  Let’s spend a week with nature and see what cool things we can 

find! 
The Great Summer Luau:  Get out your grass skirt and do the hula! 
 

Call the school office at 609-466-6600 if you’re interested. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 
 Bong, dong, dong, bong, dong-edy bong. 

 It is part of the language of life here in Osijek, this constant ringing of the church bells. Eric and 

I joyfully stood on our deck just after midnight today, on this Orthodox Easter Sunday, and drank in the 

sounds of resurrection pealing for a full ten minutes from the bell tower 100 feet away from us. This 

can‟t be like any other day. He is risen, indeed! 

 Just a week ago Saturday, we shared this privileged front-row position at our daily concert that 

reverberates and builds in our brick courtyard until the sound echoes in our heads and chests. We had as 

our guests, RCA President Carol Bechtel, her husband Tom Mullins, our supervisor Duncan Hanson, 

and RCA Missionary Carolyn Otterness. As those same bells pealed time and again throughout the day, 

they punctuated our visit with loud commotion of momentous import: for us in the in-between time of 

the pain of Good Friday and the not-yet glory of Easter Sunday. We weren‟t sure what the exact signifi-

cance was for the Orthodox, whose Easter is one week later, but we appreciated the extra tolling, just the 

same. Appropriately, the day was powerfully marked as different and noteworthy. 

 Along with the Orthodox bells, we also hear the bells pealing from the Catholic church, just 

about 300 feet from our front door. Sometimes both churches ring their bells at the same time. What a 

cacophony of sound that is! 

 The thing about these bells, as loud as they are up close, is that in some ways you can hear them 

even more distinctly from a distance. Our first days in Osijek were spent in the dormitory of the semi-

nary where we work, with the sound of the bells welcoming us faithful into service in a new location. 

We awoke to bells, which seemed to wake up other bells, until a chorus of bells tolled out something 

profound about the work ahead of us. 

 Every American visitor we meet here comments on the bells. We‟ve heard some complain. Oth-

ers, like us, drink in the celebration they represent. No one from a bell-less place can ignore them, how-

ever. 

I have tried to figure out when they ring. Sometimes is it the tolling of the hour. Like a grandfa-

ther clock, the Catholic church chimes out the quarter-hours and bongs the hours. I like the idea of the 

church keeping time for me, letting me know where I stand in the day, just as the Christian community 

should do. I like that they mark the larger segments of time for us too: the place on the church calendar, 

the beginning or end of a service, a wedding. 

 I love to hear the bells. Not surprisingly, I notice them most in the early hours of the day, when I 

am alone, quietly reading scripture and preparing for the day. The 6:30 bells are my favorite. I suppose 

they ring for the breaking of the day, and they go on for quite some time. I relish them, and sometimes 

later when the bells go off again, I have to venture outside and drink them in. I have found that a perfect 

time for watering my potted plants or hanging out laundry. It gets me outside and lets something bigger 

than me seep inside. 

 Sometimes, though, I just sit and think about how loud the bells are. They can drown out music 

from a stereo a few feet away and make even make indoor conversation take a pause. They interrupt me. 

I like that. 

Eric describes the bells as the audible non-verbal proclamation of the gospel. I see it that way, 

too. They break into our small, preoccupied lives and strike at us with the reality of a higher truth that 

changes everything. They also wake us up and remind us of our place in service to that truth. 

Thank you for your place in our service here in Croatia as together we work for the advance-

ment of the gospel. May the Lord send reminders and encouragement to you of His care and call on your 

lives that resound in your hearts like these church bells resound in our ears. 

Croatia UpdateðDelightful church bells  

toll reminders of gospel 
By Nancy Titus 


