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A History of Risk 
 

 As most of us know, our church is steeped in history. Our sanctuary is one of the oldest 

structures in the area and it, along with the old schoolhouse, resides on the National Register of 

Historic Places. Many of our policy decisions take into account first their impact on our historic 

identity, from structural refurbishment to landscaping. As a consequence we've become very 

leery of change. 

 It took a visit to Colonial Williamsburg last month to remind me that the willingness to 

change comprises one of the pillars of American history. The entire weekly program of tours 

and performances points to this willingness, no - eagerness to take a risk and make a change. 

That, of course, was portrayed in the colonists' efforts to break free of British rule and establish 

a new country. 

 Change came and comes with a risk. When General Benedict Arnold addressed a crowd 

gathered outside the Capitol Building this became profoundly evident. (An eloquent actor in 

full British military regalia mounted on a steed spoke to us, the gathered visitors for the day.) 

His argument seemed very reasonable. The promises made to the colonial army were paltry and 

rarely fulfilled by the rebellious leadership. Many were starving, few received as much as pau-

pers' wages. By withdrawing from the revolutionary effort and rejoining the British army, Ar-

nold believed he was serving his people, the colonists, and he urged them (us) all to re-accept 

the peace and comfort of British rule. He was so eloquent, in fact, that only a few listeners 

shared in the spirit of the moment and booed him as a traitor, for which he was ultimately tried 

and convicted. 

 Maybe tough economic times tempered the enthusiastic denouncement that the perform-

ers expected from the crowd. Maybe the true revolutionaries, the ones willing to fight and suffer 

for necessary change are - and were- relatively few in number. All we know is that change oc-

curred after a great struggle, and a new nation - to many, myself included, the greatest and most 

powerful nation the world has yet seen - was born. 

 As an amusing sidebar, I was reminded of Bill Cosby's hilarious routine from one of his 

early albums which made the claim that a coin toss, like the one at the beginning of football 

games, actually decided some of the most critical events in history. Clearly, at the beginning of 

the Revolutionary War the colonists won the coin toss. How else can we explain their right to 

defend themselves behind trees and rocks wearing garb that blended with their surroundings 

while the British were forced to march in straight lines out in the open wearing bright red  



uniforms? More to a relevant point, the British, like other European countries, adhered to aging 

codes of conduct in war, choosing to fight in an "honorable" fashion that got their soldiers 

killed by the thousands. The colonists adopted a new strategy. They just wanted to win - and 

they did. 

 There is no growth or improvement without change, and there is no change without risk. 

Once again our Lord Jesus' charge to his disciples to "get out of the boat" comes to mind 

(Matthew 14:22-33). Change can lead to the storms of uncertainty, but only when we are will-

ing to risk it will we see any miracles. 

 Whether we love our history, our faith, or both, the spirit of our country and our church 

challenges us. What risks are we willing to take in the name of God? 

 

       Peace,  
        Pastor Rich 

New Members 
 

I have been part of the Blawenburg Reformed Church community since 1961 (really?). I have 

worked as the church secretary since 2000 and as the church treasurer for a few years before 

that.  Now my family has been attending BRC since the beginning of the year and we have been 

made to feel very welcome and my boundary fears were unfounded.  Thank you! 

 

On Sunday, May 31st, we welcomed five new families into the Blawenburg family.  Most were 

able to attend breakfast with the Elders prior to the morning service.  They gathered at 8:30 

with children in tow, ate quiche, muffins and fruit and met with the Elders for the ñobligatoryò 

liturgy prior to joining.  The morning was friendly and inviting and made me glad that my fam-

ily was choosing to attend BRC again. 

 

During the 10:00 service the following people joined the church: 

 

  Jen and Joe Eason 

  Jim and Andrea Eberly 

  DeeDee Gebhardt 

  Geneva Martin 

  Justin and Deanna McAnear 

 

Mike Gebhardt and Bill Martin were both unable to attend the service on Sunday. 

 

        Thank you, Nancy Curtis 

 



Consistory 
May Developments 

 

1. Approved the budget (see page 4); endorsed by the congregation in a meeting on May 17th  

2. Endorsed Richôs application to Lily Foundation for a grant to underwrite a 4-month sabbati-

cal next winter. 

3. At the May 17th Congregational Meeting, the congregation unanimously elected the follow-

ing: 

Wendy Herbert, for a first term as Elder; 

Michael Gebhardt, for a first term as Deacon; 

Charles (Chip) Parmele for a first term as Deacon; 

Lisa White, for a first term as Deacon. 

 
 

June 
2 Bill Herbert    20  Don Thiel  

5 Chris Weingart     Jack Helberg  
7 Alan Querec    26  Ariel Meyer    
 Bernice Van Nostrand    Susie Van Doren  

11  Kevin Weingart    29  Patty Harris   
14  Dave Cochran     Emily Blauw   

18  Nancy Curtis   30  Cory Weingart  

 

Womenôs Book Group  -  

a.k.a., the M&Ms  

(Marys and Marthas) 
 

We will be meeting on Saturday, June 13th, with breakfast beginning at 7:30 a.m. and discus-

sion beginning at 8:00 a.m.  (Okay, sometimes we spend so long on our prayer list that we 

donôt get started discussing until 8:15 a.m., but thatôs okay ï prayer is a good thing!)  We are 

discussing Sin Boldly: A Field Guide for Grace was written by Cathleen Falsani, who has a 

column on spirituality and popular culture The Chicago Sun Times.  Please join us for won-

derful fellowship and what should be a compelling discussion.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Susie Van Doren or Bernice Van Nostrand. 
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- 

 

Pastor Rich, an experienced composition 

instructor, will be happy to help you with 

your college application essays.  The sum-

mer is a great time to work on the general 

application question. 

 

Just email him at rvan-

doren2000@yahoo.com  

Congratulations Graduates!  

 

Kyle Curtis ð Montgomery Middle 

School 

Byron Gurzo ð Montgomery Middle 

School 

Matt Murphy ð Montgomery Middle 

School 

Colby White ñPDS Middle School  

 

Grant SoykañSummit High, Colorado  

 

Katie Mueller ð Rochester  

 

Kevin Weingart ñDelaware Valley  

 
 

(My apologies if I missed someone ï please let me 

know and I will include them in the next Beacon) 

Anniversaries  
 

1 John & Martha Van Zandt 

5 Rick & Lisa White 

21 Helen & Art Brown 

22 Dave & Evelyn Cochran 

24 Alan & Peggy Querec 
 

Jim Roberts, Grant Soyka and Janet Ulrey at Grantôs graduation 



 

Art Auction Supports Preservation Fundôs Next Goal 

 

It was an amazing transformation.  In late April the 

Great Room at Memorial Hall was filled to the brim 

with hand-me-down rummage items and in just a couple 

of weeks it looked like a SoHo art gallery. 

 

A committee of church members did an outstanding job 

of the fist Blawenburg Church Art Show which ran from 

May 9-16.  Thanks to the committee. 

 

While all the sales are not complete, the committee and 

those who attended were impressed with the quality of 

the original art and its presentation.  Thirty-eight people 

attended the opening night of the show and many others 

had a chance to see it.  In all, 32 works were sold.  The 

church receives a portion of the sales plus the profit after 

expenses from opening night. 

 

These funds will go toward the next phase of the Preser-

vation Fund, which will pay for the engineering to deter-

mine how to shore up the pulpit area of the church.  So 

far we have over $10,000 toward this phase of the pro-

ject. 

 

Donations and creative ideas for raising Preservation 

Funds are always welcomed.  If you have an idea or 

question, feel free to contact Dave Cochran, Todd 

Quackenbush, or Rick White.  Our successful art show 

started with a fragment of an idea over a year ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consistory Passes/Congregation Endorses 2009-10 

Budget 

 

The 2009-10 budget was passed by Consistory on May 6 

and was endorsed at a Congregational Meeting on May 

17.  The budget is less than the previous year thanks to 

some economic measures such as reducing our phone 

bill and health insurance. 

 

The new budget includes a 3.5% raises for the BRC staff 

(Pastor Rich, Chi Yi, and Nancy).  This is less than the 

RCA guidelines suggests, but recognizes our apprecia-

tion for their work. 

 

On the income side of the ledger, it looks like we will be 

dipping into the principle of our investments to carry the 

operation costs of the church again this year.  As was 

noted at the Congregational Meeting, we can only do 

this for another five or six years and our investments 

will be depleted.  This trend can be reversed if we find 

tenants for Memorial Hall, increase our membership, 

and/or increase our donations. 

 

Pledge cards for the next fiscal year, which begins July 

1, will be distributed soon.  You are encouraged to let us 

know what you plan to give in the coming year so we 

have an idea of what to expect as the year unfolds. 

 

The short form of the budget is printed on the next page.  

If you would like a full version, please contact Nancy 

for a copy. 

 

 



Blawenburg Reformed Church  

2009-10 Budget  

(Approved May 17, 2009) 

      

 Proposed  Actual  Proposed  Actual  Budget  

 2007-08 2007-8 2008-9 2008-09 2009-10 

  as of 6/30/08   As of 04/27/09   

Benevolences 2,000 2,000 6,000 0 2,000 

Church Life 2,000 748 1,500 559 1,000 

Education 2,500 994 2,350 1,581 1,400 

Finance 18,300 24,164 19,187 20,891 20,100 

Communications 5,750 6,964 5,750 3,522 4,900 

Payroll 131,593 127,353 137,951 104,192 138,355 

Properties 63,450 50,010 66,210 50,946 66,410 

RCA Expenses 6,208 7,169 8,636 6,713 7,800 

Worship 4,200 1,460 4,000 3,452 4,100 

Memorial Hall 36,259 32,964 38,949 39,963 41,919 

Tentoonstelling start 
up 500 0 500 440 500 

      

TOTAL EXPENSES 272,760 253,826 291,033 232,259 288,484 

      

      

Estimated Income      

General Fund 135,000 136,380 146,000 111,508 130,000 

Memorial Hall  26,500 4,483 10,200 18,891 20,000 

BVS Income 48,000 22,500 100,000 52,000 48,000 

Assessments 3,500 556 3,500 2,535 3,000 

Tentoonstelling Seed 
Reimb. 500 0 500 0 500 

Thompson Communi-
cations 2,800 0 2,800 0 2,800 

Naumann Fund for 
Landscaping 5,000 0 2,000 2,000 2,000 

Subtotal - Income  221,300 163,919 265,000 186,934 206,300 

Transfer from Invest-
ments 54,454 80,650 26,233 36,000 82,184 

TOTAL INCOME* 275,754 244,569 291,233 222,934 288,484 

      

* Income does not include designated (in/out) funds.     

      

Special Projects   Unofficial Estimate    

BVS window painting  1,000    

Cook Hall lavatory tile replacement 2,000    

Cook Hall electric box replacement 2,000    

Cook Hall window replacement 
($250x16) 4,000    

      

 Total 9,000    



 

 
News from BVS:  

 
On Tuesday, June 16th the following students will be graduating from BVS and attending kin-

dergarten in September: 
 

Berry Patch   Blossoms   Berry Blossoms 

Scott     Jaxson     Emma  

Devin     Emmitt    Sophia  

Skyler     Jack     Isabella  

Madeline     Noah     Andrew  

Alexandra     Tommy    Sophia  

Marco     Jake     Rylee  

Abby     Logan     Kylie  

Emily     Stephen    Colin  

Abigail     Sullivan    Paul  

Joanna     Joseph     Charlie  

James     Jason     Jordyn  

Will    Jimmy     Cary  

John        Mia  

Susanna  
 

We congratulate them on their many accomplishments!! 

  

DONôT FORGET:  Summer Camp July 6th ï August 14th from 9:00am-1:00pm, ages 3-6.   

 

A Pirate Adventure:  All aboard the pirate ship for a week of fun 

Sensational Science:  Enjoy hands-on activities while exploring science in our world! 

Under the Sea:  Come and explore the creatures of the sea 

Land Before Time:  Discover the world of Dinosaurs! 

Exploring Nature:  Letôs spend a week with nature and see what cool things we can find! 

The Great Summer Luau:  Get out your grass skirt and do the hula! 
 

Call the school office at 609-466-6600 if youôre interested. 

 

 

 

 



 

Article about Chi-Yi from the Princeton Theological Seminary magazine, Inspire. 



 

 

  

 

 

 
 

By Samuel Titus 

Last night the Horvats, a new missionary couple, came to the youth center at Zadarska 19, the address 

and name of the youth group of the Pentecostal church which meets in the synagogue at the seminary where my 

parents teach. 

My fellow youth and I met the Horvats just a couple of days after their arrival in Croatia from Vir-

ginia. I could tell they were tired even though they did a fine job hiding it, and I remembered my own jetlag on 

my first days in Croatia three years ago. 

I have become a regular at the Saturday night meetings at Zadarska 19, where youth meet to hang out 

and praise God. Though I had been a few times before, I started going regularly in December 2008 and have 

really enjoyed it. It adds extra color to my week. Usually we play foosball, then one of the leaders or a guest 

delivers a message which is followed by music provided by the youth and the leaders. Generally the meetings 

last three hours. 

Last night was special for another reason as well. Besides having new leaders at the youth center, a 

special event was going on in Osijek. It was the last day of Kristfest, or Festival of Christ, an annual three-day 

Christian music festival in Osijek. This was the first one I attended. We had it in the brand new $60 million 

handball stadium, built as a venue for the European handball tournament this past winter. 

The wall of seats facing the stage, constructed especially for this occasion, was packed. Our whole 

youth group took a row of seats two from the front. Above us a dizzying mass of people chatted and murmured. 

While we waited for the event to begin, I talked to Aaron Horvat about the Croatian language. I told 

him about Croatian multi-use words, such as molim, which is used as: a greeting to answer the phone, a cour-

tesy to say please, the verb meaning ñ to begò or ñto pray,ò and as a request for someone to repeat what he just 

said. I believe it was a very informative conversation for him, and for me it was an opportunity to remember 

how far I have come in my own understanding of the local language. 

When it was time to start, two speakers came out and met the full blast of the crowdôs applause. They 

explained that this was the finale of the fifth international Kristfest. GenRusso, an international performing arts 

group, presented a musical about Charles, a young resident of Chicago in the mid 1900s. It was in English, and 

Croatian subtitles appeared on a screen above the stage. Sometimes I had to glance at the subtitles because I 

couldnôt hear the words above the crowdôs chanting. Sitting next to Aaron, I couldnôt help but be grateful for 

the ways my Croatian has drastically improved since I was at his level. 

People from as far away as the Philippines had come to participate in this show, but the most drastic 

impact to me was the sound of thousands of cheering youth, which filled the stadium. 

 Editor Momôs Note: Zadarska 19 was a dream of the church for years, as the congregation looked for 

ways to reach younger generations for Christ. A major renovation of the facility, located in a different part of 

town from the church, was completed about two years ago under the leadership of another American mission-

ary family. That family returned to the States, and for the past year, the ministry has been directed by various 

leaders in the church, including a couple of professors at the seminary as well as a couple of students. The arri-

val of the Horvats represents new possibilities of outreach, with a team dedicated to expanding the ministry. As 

parents, we are grateful for these ministries to youth for Samuel and for Croatian teenagers, and we ask for your 

prayers for these important ministries that can literally change the future of this country. 

 

 

Croatia UpdateðYouth group jams at  

Christian music festival 

Eric and Nancy Titus are RCA missionaries in Osijek, Croatia, where they work at the Evangelical Theological Seminary 

and with the Reformed Christian Church in Croatia. They have three children: Samuel, 14, Valerie, 11, and Penny, 9. 



 

Ocean Grove, New Jersey 
 

The Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association has published their 2009 summer events schedule 

and you can see the full schedule online at www.oceangrove.org.   

 

Camp Meeting Week is July 31st through August 9th with Rev. Charles Stanley kicking off the 

week on Friday night at 7:30 PM.  The schedule for the summer is quite full and extensive.  

There is a copy of the Summer Event ñcatalogò in the church office.  Check it out! 

 

Letter  from Anneke Eversen: 

 

Dear People from Blawenburg Church, 

 I am speaking from my heart as I say, how much of a home your parishioners were for 

father and mother. 

 I always felt it also when Bob and I came, from the first scary time on Christmas 1963.  

So many people still remember and we remember with fondness, every time we show up in 

Skillman.  I do have to mention one special lady who was the first one to welcome me in this 

strange landðGrace Terhune-I never forgot that. 

 And then Ethel my dear friend. 

 But everyone has been so great to the family and Great big thank for the volunteers who 

made the luncheon definitely ñRoyal.ò  I can go on and one after another should be thanked. 

 But ALL OF YOU we hope (the future may know) to see again when we travel east 

again.  Of course if you travel west come see us just across the Missouri River. 

 

       Anneke Eversen 

 



The Blawenburg Beacon    

P.O. Box 266      

Blawenburg NJ  08504     
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The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of Godôs people united in Christ through the Holy 

Spirit.  We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in need, and proclaiming 

the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 


